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THE MINTMASTER'S QUILL: An Editor's Prerogative 


My Friends, 


Across this state, forgotten to most all of us here and now, there remains 
little of an extinct, no longer, part of our coin hobby: gone are several, maybe 
many, local coin clubs; some years ago, some recent, and some absorded, but all 
extinct. 


Gone are the East Bay, North Bay, Discover, Dixon, Marin, Hayward, WCNA, 
Azteca, Torrance, and so forth. No one has compiled a list of extinct coin clubs, 
so any listing could be questioned, but the number would be far from insignificant. 


Who cares? What is the point? Why worry? These answers would have been my 
reply too until I read a short notice in a newsletter of a northern California 
coin club in which its editor reported historically that their community once be- 
fore, long ago, had had an earlier coin club predating the present one. In addition, 
and more current or of historically interest, there are a few present coin clubs on 
an endanger listing; the recent trials of one in San Francisco proves this. 


These points caused me to ponder: why do coin clubs die? It is natural as in 
all life? Is it inevitable? Is it worth the time for thought and discussion? 


The reasons for a coin club ceasing and disappearing are legion, and in the 
triumph and tragedy of human life and whole course of human events, the passing of 
a coin club is certainly not a pressing concern, particularly when compared to the 
other problems of our coin hobby and, needless to say, the whole world and mankind. =) 


Yet, my pondering thought is that in not taking note of these extinct clubs, 
we are not learning why these coin clubs ceased. Such failure could only lead to 
those present coin clubs repeating similar errors and mistakes. 


Yet also, far more important, is that when a coin club does die and its mem- 
bers disband, it is a weakness in our coin hobby, an indication that those in the 
coin club failed not only others but themselves. 


It is a burden, a damn pain in many ways, to work, to maintain, and to en- 
hance an organization. Success takes time. Coordination requires effort. But, when 
everyone quits, no one wins. This is why, in most cases, those coin clubs listed 
above plus countless others are now gone. 


True, some had reasons: lost of a favorite meeting location or increasing 
expenses. Others were replaced by or transferred into other groups, and some never, 
sadly, had a solid good start. 


But, the fact remains with all extinctions nome never come back, and our 
coin hobby is that much worst for the loss. 


No one mourns dead coin clubs, and this is not my point. Rather, my point 
is to question all of you why do coin clubs die and, much more important, what 
would you do to enliven your local coin club? 


Continued Back Page & 
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GOLD MINER DIGGINGS: NCNA News and Happenings 


1990 Dues 


Several Club Members and Individual Members have yet to mail/send in 
their 1990 Dues--$5.00 for Individual Members and $10.00 for Clubs-- 
and this will be their last Issue of NCNA Heads and Tales if remitt- 
ance is not promptly made. Dues payments may be remitted: 


Michael S. Turrini, Treasurer 

Northern California Numismatic Association 
PO Box 4104 

Vallejo, California 94590 


1990 Membership Cards will be replied upon receipt of Dues. 


New NCNA Secretary 


Due to an impending military transfer plus an extended period of re- 
cuperation, Moses Reis has resigned as NCNA Secretary. President Ed- 
ward Sins has appointed effective March 19, 1990 Constance Perham as 
Secretary for the remainder of the term. She may be reached at: 


Constance Perham 

Northern California Numismatic Association 
PO Box One 

New Almaden, California 95042 


aD 1990 Coin Show and Exposition 


Will be this August 10, 11, and 12, 1990, Friday, Saturday, and Sun- 
day, in the Cathedral Hill Hotel, Van Ness and Geary, hours 10:00am 
to 7:00pm Friday, 10:00am to 5:00pm Saturday, and 10:00am to 4:00pm 
Sunday. Admission is Free. 


The Bourse has been enlarged to ninety-nine (99) Tables and will be 
in the Grand Ballroom plus the Cathedral Hill Rooms A and B. As this 
Issue goes to print, twenty-five Tables have been reserved. 


The Coin Show Coordinator is Robert Mish, and Ron Miller is again the 
Bourse Coordinator. Interested coin dealers may contact him at: 


Ron Miller 

Fremont Coin Gallery 
3769 Peralta Blvd. 
Fremont, CA 94536 
415-792-1511 


Also involved with the planning of this year's Coin Show and Exposi- 
tion are: Edward Sins, Ken Barr, Lillian Hooker, and Stan Turrini. 
Security will again be provided by Positive Protection. 


President's Message 


iD Due to the pressure of other obligations, President Sins was unable 
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to write The Mint Director's Pronouncements for this Issue. He will 

have one for the next issue plus a tribute to the late Dr. Charles 

W. Aby, who passed away last November 14, 1989, a renowned authority & 
on Mexican Numismatics. Before age and ill-health restricted him, Dr. 

Aby was involved in NCNA plus Pacific Coast Numismatic Society. 


Next Board of Directors Meeting 


As this Issue goes to print, nothing has been scheduled as to the 
Board of Directors Meeting; however, there will be no Meeting this 
year at the April 29th Vallejo Coin Show. 


Coin Show Coordination 


Again, it is announced that Ron Miller, via his position with NCNA 
and active involvement in the coin hobby, remains willing to act as 

a clearinghouse and information source for local coin club coin shows 
within northern California, hoping as such to assist in scheduling 
dates and avoiding conflicts. Coin Clubs are urged to contact him 

at his business, address and phone number given on previous page. 


Next Issue of NCNA Heads and Tales 


As Your Editor has been invited by the State of Iowa, via the Honor- 

able Michael L. Fitzgerald, the Treasurer of the State of Iowa, to 
examine and to study, and to do research on, a hoard of one thousand 
(1,000) 1946 Iowa Statehood Centennial Commemorative Half Dollars 

still retained by the State during the last two weeks of June 1990 & 
plus,1nte; the first of July, ‘this trip-will ‘conflict with therwreaesee 
and publishing of the July Issue of NCNA Heads and Tales. 


There are two alternatives: first, issue NCNA Heads and Tales before 
July and the trip in June or second, issue it upon return and later 
in July or early August. 


Either option has both advantages and disadvantages, and Your Editor 
has not decided which one he will do; however, since time is the 
factor, the deadline for the July Issue will be May 26th. Needless 
to say, this July Issue may also be a much shorter Issue. 


The Stan-O-Gram newsletter published by Your Editor for Area 07 Coin 
Clubs of the American Numismatic Association will also be affected; 
the June Issue will be done later in July. 


Your Editor, who has been involved over three years on the Iowa Half 
Dollar with research and writing three articles, will accompany 
Donald and Helen Carmody, nationally known commemorative coinage 
scholars, and Jan Henke and wife Carol, fellow coin hobbyist. We 
will be the first coin hobbyists in forty (40) years to inspect this 
hoard, stored in a downtown Des Moines bank. 


Your Editor apologizes for this trip's disruption to the July Issue 
Of NCNA Heads and Tales. ® 
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BRANCH MINT REPORTS: Club Happenings 


& Have been receiving bulletins, newsletters, or news releases from 
these Coin Clubs: 


Pacific Coast Numismatic Society 

Cupertino Coin Club 

Liberty Numismatic Society 

Fremont Coin Club 

Gateway Coin Club 

Delta Coin Club 

Peninsula Coin Club 

Fresno Numismatic Society 

Napa Valley Coin Club 

Redwood Empire Coin Club 

Livermore Valley Coin Club 

Solano Silver Round Club 

Greater Houston Coin Club 

Vallejo Numismatic Society 

Fairfield Coin Club 

San Francisco Coin Club 

Diablo Numismatic Society 

San Jose Coin Club 
Stanislaus County Coin Club 
: Reno Coin Club 


Pacific Coast Numismatic Societ Has heard three fine speakers these 
& three months: January 3lst, STAN TURRINI, ‘Iowa Half Dollar', 

February 28th, KEN BARR, ‘Collecting Love Tokens', and March 28th, 
DAVID LANGE, 'History of the PCNS', a special program part of 
PCNS' Diamond Jubilee 75th Anniversary, 1915-1990. The 1990 PCNS 
Officers are: RICH WEBSTER, President, DON BURNS, Vice-President, 
FRANK STRAZZARINO, Secretary, and DON THRALL, Treasurer. Being 
this most historic and honored Anniversary this year, PCNS is 
actively seeking photographs, especially of its Past Presidents 
or events; those having any photographs or memorabilia may con- 
tact: "DAVID W. LANGE, PO Box 190476, San Francisco, CA, 94119". 
LARRY REPPETEAU, respected PCNS Past President and noted coin 
hobbyist, recently was awarded the George Bennet Memorial Lit- 
erary Award by the Numismatic Association of Southern California 
(NASC) for his detailed article, "Raptus Sabinarum", recently 
published in its Journal. At the January 3lst Meeting, one of the 
Show 'n Tell, Mini-Exhibits as PCNSers call it, was a check for 
four cents, .04¢, dated in 1950; refund issued to PCNS member 
O.L. WALLIS during his service at Yosemite. Your Editor wonders 
if the current Federal Deficit still carries this uncashed check? 


Cupertino Coin Club Announces the Exhibit Winners at its recent Feb- 
ruary 20th Annual Cupertino Coin Show were: AL LO, 'US Wartime 
Cents and Nickels', Best of Show; GARY ACQUISTAPACE, 'The Eisen- 
hower Dollar', First Award; KATHERINE RAY, 'Cachets', Second 
Award; EDWARD SZETELA, 'Type Coins', First Junior Award; TOMMY 
& CAROLAN, ‘Universal City Stretched Coin', Second Junior Award, 


G) 


-FEAFAEEFEEFF EAE F EEF FEE FEFEFEFAFEEEFEEEFEEEFEEAFFEAFFEFAE FEAF FEEFEEFE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE 


and KELLY CAROLAN, 'How Coins Are Made', Third Junior Award. The 
January 5th CCC Meeting DEAN ALFRED spoke on ‘Early American 
Coppers' which included "many of the REAL coins: Fugio Cents, 
Vermont Coppers, Virginia Half Cents, and Massachusetts Colonial 
Coins". The February 2nd Meeting had LARRY BENSON talk on 'Euro- 
pean Currency Exchange' which he supplemented his informative 
talk with "the coins from Italy and Switzerland--from the worth- 
less One Lira coins of Italy, worth .07¢, to the Five Rapen Swiss 
Coins, worth $3.69". CCC reports that WALT MERTENS, its Corres- 
ponding Secretary, passed away last February 16, 1990: "WALT was 
an asset to our Club, providing much needed help at our Coin 
Show, picnics, and meetings. He was also a Great Person who was 
friendly and nice to everyone. We will all miss you, WALT!". 


Liberty Numismatic Society Held a Hawaiian Nite at its March 6th 
Meeting: pu pus were served, a special President's pineapple 
awarded to the most Hawaiian attendee, plus celebrated Hawaiian 
coin hobbyist and scholar AL LO spoke 'Hawaiian Numismatics". 
January 2nd Meeting had JIM ROSEN doing a slide illustrated talk 
on 'Significant Coins'. The 1990 LNS Officers are: DON BURNS, 
President, BOB SCHOEPPNER, Vice-President, MARIAN SINTON, Sec- 
retary, and REGAN SHEA, Treasurer; these Officers were installed 
at this Meeting by former Millbrae Mayor ART LEPORE. 


Fremont Coin Club Heard recently: KEVIN SCHILLING, its President, 
March 13th, 'Numismatic Pursuits In Peru', KEN BARR, March 27th, 
"Souvenir Cards' (what else?), JOHN HUSTON, February 13th, "Buy- 
ing Coins In Foreign Countries', and February 27th, DOUG DANIELS, & 
discussion of various coin grading services. 


Gateway Coin Club Writes that this year, 1990, is the Eighteenth 
Year for the Gateway Coin Club. The 1990 GCC Officers are: 
JOHN HOFMANN, President, JOEL ANDERSON, Vice-President, JIM 
COLLINS, Junior Vice-President, BELINDA WILSON, Secretary, and 
RON LUND, Treasurer. Recent GCC Meeting activities have been: 
January 18th, slide show ‘Error Coins', February lst, slide show 
"Early Paper Money of America', February 15th, Coin Tic-Tac-Toe 
Game coordinated by JOEL ANDERSON, March lst, Other Hobbies Night, 
and March 15th, slide show by TERRY ANDERSON on 'Filipino Coins'. 
The Editor of the GCC's monthly newsletter editorialized that 
"his wife calls collecting a genetic defect . .. Is it? Most 
collectors seem to have more that one hobby, so maybe there is 
something to that". Your Editor makes no comment. The 16th Annual 
GCC Coin and Stamp Show is this June 9th and 10th, Saturday and 
Sunday, at Merced Mall, R and Olive streets, Merced, from 10:00am 
to 6:00pm Saturday and Noon to 5:00pm Sunday. Bourse Coordinator 
is: "JOEL ANDERSON, GCC, PO Box 3101, Merced, CA, 95344". 


Delta Coin Club Held its Annual Dinner last January 12th at the 
Eagle's Hall. The January 26th Meeting heard COREY GATE speak on 
PNG-Graded Coins. SYD KASS, long-time DCC booster and activist, 
showed as his Show 'n Tell at this same Meeting an Auction Cata- 
log from the 1964 DCC Coin Show at which an Auction was held: © 
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"SyD KASS showed an Auction Catalogue from the Delta Coin Club's 
1964 Coin Show. Some realized prices were noted in the catalogue, 
and noted by SYD: these included 1950D Nickels, scarcities in 
1964, at estimated $22.50 in VG, sold for $17.00, 1950D Nickels 
in BU, estimated $30.00, sold at $24.00, then rolls of uncir- 
culated 1954S Cents, estimated at $45.00, sold at $37.50. But, 
on the other hand, one hundred pieces, five rolls, of 1881S BU 
Silver Dollars, estimated at $175.00, went unsold". 


Peninsula Coin Club Will hold a Past Presidents Awards Dinner on 


May 14th, Monday, at which all attending PCC Past Presidents will 
be presented a special engraved silver medallion. This special 
Dinner will be at Jacequeline's in Palo Alto; however, your 
Editor has nothing as to the cost, time, nor directions. In- 
terested coin hobbyists may write to: "PCC, PO Box 60484, Palo 
Alto, CA, 94306". Your Editor has not received the March Issue of 
the PCC's monthly bulletin; can one be sent? Thanks. 


Fresno Numismatic Society Voted to donate its $350.00 profit from its 


1989 Coin-O-Rama to the Salvation Army. The January 9th Meeting 
was the FNS' Annual Installation Banquet held at Fresno's Cedar 
Lanes Bowling Alley. The 1990 FNS Officers are: BILL FEBUARY, 
President, PHIL PLETNER, Vice-President, RUTH PHILLIPS, Secretary, 
and DICK BIER, Treasurer. The February 13th Meeting heard PHIL 
NORDIN speak on 'Tokens of Arizona', and the March 13th Meeting 
had DAVID MICHAELS talking on ‘Ancients Are Affordable and Fun'. 


apa Valley Coin Club Held its First Annual Washington Quarter Night 


at its last January 17th Meeting. Current NVCC President JIM ELAM 
was honored recently as the NVCC's newest Life Member. It is with 
deep sadness that the NVCC reports one of its most beloved mem- 
bers, JOSEPHINE JOYCE 'JO' WELLS, passed away suddenly last March 
3rd, just short of her 89th Birthday: 


Her easy smile, her helping hand 

Were ever ready--there-- 

The one we all could count upon 

To do more than her share. . . 
by JEAN PHILLIPS 


Redwood Empire Coin Club Reports that its 1990 Officers are: AL 


KOPFMAN, President, SID PERLMAN, Vice-President, HELEN ROBERTS, 
Treasurer, and GUY SHAPPY, Secretary. Details for the 23rd Annual 
Coin-O-Rama of the RECC are: October 14, 1990, Sunday, 10:00am to 
5:00pm, in the Main Hall of the Veterans' Memorial Building, 1351 
Maple Avenue, Santa Rosa, across from the Sonoma County Fair- 
Grounag.. bourse Coordinator is: "BILL FIEIST, PO Box 290!), Seance 
nROSa,) CA 95405". 


Livermore Valley Coin Club Has sent but one issue in recent months of 


its newsletter. The January 16th Meeting heard JACK MARLING talk- 
ing on 'How To Predict Undervalued Coin'. The LVCC held its Annual 
Coin Show last March 4th. 
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Solano Silver Round Club Remains active and claims more members living 
outside of the Solano County than reside with its namesake. The : 
SSRC will hold its Annual Meeting, 1:00pm to 3:00pm, in the Green a 
Room of Dan Foley Cultural Center, Dan Foley Park, Tuolumne at 
North Camino Alto, in Vallejo on April 29, 1990, last Sunday of 
the month, during the 18th Annual Vallejo Coin Show. This open 
meeting will include drawings, Show 'n Tell talks, and a Question- 
And-Answer Session done by noted scholar and coin authority, 

WALTER BREEN. The SSRC is dedicated to enhancing the collecting, 
enjoyment, and hobby of silver rounds. Information on this Club 
may be obtained by writing to: “PO Box 3518, Fairfield, CA, 
94533". The new Editor of the monthly SSRC's Silver Notes is JAN 
HENKE, who is also the Club's Secretary. 


Greater Houston Coin Club Writes that it heard NORMAN OPELL at its 
March 15th Meeting on 'Watermarks And Overprints On International 
Currency’ and CHARLES TEMPLETON at its January 18th Meeting on 
"British Commemorative Crowns Gone But Not Forgotten'. The GHCC 
reports that its recent 1990 Money Show last January had twenty- 
six exhibitors plus twenty as Junior exhibitors! 


Vallejo Numismatic Society Held its 'Paper Money Night' last March 
7th and heard DON THRALL talk on 'Paper Money'. DON was presented 
a fine plaque for his talk which included an extensive and eye- 
catching display of his own renowed currency collection, and this 
plaque also listed all the dates and topics of DON'S countless 
talks before the VNS since his first talk back in 1957! All those 
attending this Night receive one cancelled souvenir card, first- S 
ever issued by the VNS; the entire printing of fifty-two can- 
celled was claimed, and only a few mint cards remained. Along 
with DON'S talk, the following persons displayed at this special 
Night: SYD KASS, MIKE STANLEY, JOSEF KLAUS, JAN HENKE, CRAIG 
BLACKWOOD, DR. HOWARD LONSDALE, and STAN TURRINI. GEORGE EPPERSON 
of San Rafael spoke on his thirty-plus years of research into 
Francis Drake 1579 landing in Marin at the February 7th Meeting, 
and his slide-illustrated talk included actual founded artifacts. 
The next big event for the VNS will be its 18th Annual Vallejo | 
Coin Show on April 29, 1990, Sunday, at Dan Foley Cultural Center 
in Vallejo; details to this Show are reported elsewhere. The one 
day Vallejo Coin Show will be a multi-event full day affair with 
sold-out Bourse, exhibits, free woods, lots of free give-aways, 
Information and Youth Table, All Gold Coin Drawing, and more. 
WALTER BREEN plans to be present at this year's Vallejo Coin Show 
and will autograph copies of his major work, Encyclopedia of US 
and Colonial Coins, which will be sold by the VNS at a sub- 
stantial discount. The VNS's second souvenir card will be issued 
for this year's Vallejo Coin Show. Write for information to: "PO 
Box 4281, Vallejo, CA, 94590". 


Fairfield Coin Club Proudly announces its First Annual Fairfield Coin 
Club will be on September 23, 1990, Sunday, 10:00am to 5:00pm, 
at Building 1400, Student Center, on the campus of Solano 
Community College, located on Suisun Valley Road in Cordelia, © | 
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halfway between Vallejo and Fairfield off I-80. The first-ever 
Coin Show of the FCC will highlight a large Bourse, exhibits, 
ee drawing, free woods, and more. Admission will be Free, and there 
will be ample free parking and refreshments; additional details 
are pending. Information on this Fairfield Coin Show may be ob- 
tained by contacting: "JAN HENKE, PO Box 944, Fairfield, CA, 
94533". The 1990 FCC Officers are: STAN TURRINI, President, 
CRAIG BLACKWOOD, Vice-President, MOSES REIS, Treasurer, and JAN 
HENKE, Secretary and Editor. JOE SIROIS will be Past President, 
stepping down after a record six straight years as President. 


San Francisco Coin Club The SFCC held its year-ending Christmas/Holi- 
day Party last December 26th with "Chef HANSEN again cooked up a 
delicious twenty-six pound turkey, and members brought some of 
our dishes. About the only thing left were turkey bones which 
INGRID HOLTZMAN and MARK CLARK took home for the soup pot". 

Heard JIM ROSEN at its February 27th on ‘Australia and Its Holey 
Dollar', and had DAVE CIENIEWICZ at its January 23rd Meeting 
showed the movie 'The Granite Lady'. The 1990 SFCC Officers are: 
TOM KELLY, President, DAVE CIENIEWICZ, Vice-President, ROY PLIES, 
Treasurer, and HANS HANSON, Secretary. The SFCC continues to meet 
at tke Knights of Columbus Hall, corner of Taraval and 38th Ave- 
nue, in San Francisco on the Fourth Tuesday of each month. The 
SFCC's new mailing address is: "PO Box 22039, San Francisco, CA, 
94122-0039". 


Daiblo Numismatic Societ Elected its 1990 Officers: MAURICE ORTIZ, 
e President, STAN TURRINI, Vice-President, STEWART HUCKABY, Sec- 
retary, and JAMES LIND, Treasurer. Recent DNS Meeting have had: 
February 15th, 'Coinage Metals', an informative and non-technical 
talk on metals used for coinage since ancient times, by GEORGE 
TYSON and March 15th, ‘United States Mints and Type Collecting', 
an equally informative and educating talk supplemented with an 
extensive display, by SAM RUMPH. The DNS meets on the Third 
Thursday of every month except July in the Community Room of 
Home Federal Savings, 1938 Tice Valley Road, Walnut Creek. 


San Jose Coin Club Has heard three fine speakers recently: DON BARSI, 
January 10th, 'Sales Tax Tokens', RON MILLER, February 14th, 
"Key Date Coins', and STEVE SANFORD, March 14th, 'San Jose Coin 
Club Medals'. The Exhibit Winners at the recent January SJCC 
Coin Show were: Best of Show, GARY ACQUISTAPACE, 'Nevada Gaming 
Dollars', First Awards: TOM CAROLAN, '1988 Cupertino Medals', 
GLENN JACOB, ‘Idaho Centennial Medals', AL LO, 'US Wartime Coin- 
age', Second Awards: CATHERINE RAY, 'The '89ers', MARTHA SANFORD, 
'French Marianne Coinage', LOUIS STORINO, 'PPIE Exposition', 
Third Awards: ROY ISHIZAKI, '1933 Chicago Worlds Fair', and BOB 
KEEGAN, ‘Buffalo Bill Medals'. A Show 'n Tell exhibitor at the 
SJCC's January 10th Meeting was DON BURNS with a 'Peach Dollar' 
described as a "silver dollar on display was from a famous hoard 
found stored in a fruit cellar. The coin bore a special tarnish, 
as did many from this hoard, because a case of home-canned peaches 
exploded, soaking bags_of otherwise BU silver dollars with fruit 
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and canning syrup". 


Stanislaus County Coin Club Sent one issue of its monthly newsletter G 
for March; in it the top three SCCC Coin Show drawing ticket 
sellers were listed: "Top Honors for raffle ticket sales went to 
HOWARD D. WESELY, who sold 610 tickets. Second Place went to 
HAL DEBOARD with 520 sales, and Third Place was one by ROGER 
ELSBERRY with 310 tickets sold". It was also noted that the 
Attendance Drawing at unidentifed Meeting: "The Early Bird was 
won by JOSE TAGRE (same old winner). The Night Owl was won by 
FRED YBARRA (ditto)". How True. 


Reno Coin Club Announces that its Sixth Annual Reno Coin Show will 
be this April 22, 1990, Sunday, at the Peppermill Hotel/Casino 
Convention Center, 2707 South Virginia Street, Reno, Nevada. The 
One day Reno Coin Show will be 9:00am to 4:00pm and include a 
large Bourse, exhibits, door prizes, and drawings. Bourse Co- 
ordinator is: "DOUGLAS MCDONALD, RCC, PO Box 10791, Reno, Nevada, 
89510; '702-851-3061'". 


Continued From Page 2: 


In the end, that is why coin clubs end: because coin hobbyists stop doing 
and giving but only taking and refusing. 


Lastly, our coin hobby, like any advocation, is only good as those of its S 
adherents actively involved, doing and giving, and is at its worst when so many 
care not, only taking and refusing. The list of extinct coin clubs confirms this 


fact most deadly. 


Best Wishes Always. 


